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scribe the untoward conditions of his life with considerable
humour After a time he tried to induce his wife to come
with him for the winter to Prague, but she utterly declined
to quit Reichstadt, and flew into a passion whenever the sub-
ject was mentioned, and at length the constant quarrels with
the vulgar and unrefined woman to whom he had been united,
the inclement climate, and disgust at his surroundings drove
Gian Gastonc to remove to Prague, where he took to low so-
ciety, intemperance, and a generally dissolute life And hence-
forth he was more often at Prague than at Reichstadt

By this time Cosimo (whose errors were all caused by
egiegious vanity and want of wisdom rather than by de-
liberately malevolent intentions) began to perceive the mis-
take he had made, and seeing that his elder son's health was
failing, and that Gian Gastone would probably become ere
long the heir to the throne, desired that he should return to
Tuscany. But as he would not agree to Gian Gastone doing
so by himself, he turned all his efforts to induce Anne of
Saxe-Lauenburg to come, at all events for a time, to Tuscany.
Every power was brought to bear to effect this, and the
struggle continued for eight years without avail; urgent let-
ters from Cosimo to Anne herself, the authority of her rela-
tive the Elector Palatine (who visited Reichstadt in person
with this object), even the commands of the Pope, all were
equally powerless to remove Anne of Saxe-Lauenburg from
Reichstadt2- Eventually in 1708 Cosimo gave it up as hope-
less, and wrote to Gian Gastone to return to Florence leaving
her behind.23 This Gian Gastone did, and henceforth they
lived apart.

In 1705 Prince Ferdinand's health began to decline; and
as he and the Princess Violante had no children, while the
same was the case as regarded Gian Gastone and his wife
Anne, the question of the succession began to be of primary
importance in the affairs of Tuscany. Cosimo, therefore, in
1709, compelled his brother Francesco Maria, who was now
nearly fifty, to resign his cardinal's rank and to marry Eleo-